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countries the same melancholy complaint, but, wisely, he
was not inclined to consider it important. Some thirty
years earlier a current criticism in the Antipodes was that
Australian politics was the politics of great questions and
little men. Yet Sir Charles Diike in his studies was no more
disposed than Bryce to take this complaint seriously. He
was indeed impressed in the nineties by the capacity of the
chief colonial leaders, although he recognized that the rank
and file were primarily concerned with tickling the ears of
the groundlings. But whether the ablest men available
seek and reach public office in a democracy is a question on
which speculation is likely to be more fascinating than
fruitful. The only decisive test of competence for political
leadership and public trust is the test of practice. Distinction
won in other fields of endeavour, especially in private busi-
ness, is not necessarily an evidence of political quality.
Managerial capacity is not the same thing as an intelligence
acute in assessing the direction of social tendencies and
effective in prescribing appropriate procedures for political
crises. We cannot really tell whether and to what extent
the Dominions have missed the services of potentially able
leaders, for it is impossible to enumerate those who shrink
from the dust and heat of active politics.
Admittedly in these states, as in other modern democracies,
there are influences which sometimes tend to restrict the
elevation of brilliant men to positions of parliamentary power.
The vulgar aims and low intrigues of some who participate
in politics repel the fastidious. In states like the Dominions,
where development and construction have bulked peculiarly
large, the parliamentarian has often to play the menial role
of delegated broker for private interests, with little scope
for his own initiative and thought. Electorates are inclined
to look upon their representatives as docile servants, obedient
to every petty command. The rigorous requirements of
party loyalty repel certain men of independent character and
original mind. Party machines and party discipline have
grown not less but more powerful. Moreover, the Dominions
have had periods of great economic expansion, like those
which characterized the United States in the nineteenth and